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Sunshine Phonics Decodable Books  

Scope and Sequence

Series 1 and 2

The Sunshine Phonics Decodable program teaches children synthetic 
phonics with a sequential and systematic approach. Children learn 
the sounds (phonemes) and the corresponding letters (graphemes) 
that represent them and then apply this knowledge to read 
decodable texts. Every beginner reader has the opportunity of 
success from the very first book!

The Series 1 and Series 2 decodable program features:
• 180 fully decodable fiction and non-fiction texts
• Systematic progression for learning the 44 phonemes of English                                  
• Teaching notes for explicit instruction
• Free downloadable Assessment Kit
• Supplementary resource materials
• Digital versions of all texts

See Series 1 and 2 online at 

www.sunshinebooks.com.au
See page 32 for pricing and ordering information

Australian series with real stories using words  
that children can read!
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Introduction
Welcome to the Sunshine Phonics Decodable Program - Series 1 and 2.

The Sunshine Phonics Decodable Series is an evidence-based, structured synthetic phonics 
program which is aligned with the latest Science of Reading research. Through systematic, explicit 
phonics instruction, students learn the foundational alphabetic code-breaking skills that are 
essential for reading success. 

The sequential approach provides clear progression for students to develop the correspondence 
between letters and sounds to read decodable books. Every beginner reader can experience 
confidence and success from their very first book!

What is a decodable text?
Decodable texts have been written to support a synthetic phonics approach to teaching reading. 
These texts are phonetically controlled, only using the phonemes and graphemes students 
have learnt to that point. This ensures students can decode all the words on the page. The only 
exception is the inclusion of high frequency or “tricky words” that include a letter or a combination 
of letters that have not yet been taught. These words are taught in a manageable and achievable 
sequence.

How the books are sequenced
Prior to reading the books in each set, students are taught the phonemes and graphemes 
represented in the texts. Once the students are familiar with the grapheme-phoneme 
correspondences (GPCs), students learn to segment and blend these sounds at word level. 
Following this, students are introduced to sentence level connected text in decodable books. 

For example, Set 1 books require prior knowledge of s  a  t  p  i  n  m  d grapheme-phoneme 
correspondences and an ability to synthesise VC and CVC words. 

The books in Sets 1–3 (in Series 1 and Series 2) focus on the simple or initial code, namely 
common consonant sounds and short vowel sounds.

The books in Sets 4–5 (in Series 1 and Series 2) focus on the complex code – consonant digraphs, 
vowel digraphs and trigraphs.

The books in Sets 6–7 (Series 2 only) are for consolidation and the introduction of adjacent 
consonants with short and long vowels.

The books in Sets 6–7 (Series 1) and Sets 8–11 (Series 2) focus on alternative graphemes/spellings 
for known phonemes.

  

This booklet
This booklet includes a suggested Year/Term Planner to outline the phonics taught each term 
across the first three years of school. The Scope and Sequence is a guide to the order in which the 
phonemes are taught.

SOUND LEVEL

Each set of the program starts with explicit 
teaching at sound level, teaching the grapheme-
phoneme correspondences (GPCs). Children learn to 
automatically recognise, say the sounds, and learn to 
write them.

WORD LEVEL

As knowledge of the sounds are mastered, explicit 
teaching of how to blend and segment those sounds to 
read and spell is taught. Focus “tricky words” for the 
corresponding book set are introduced.

SENTENCE / TEXT LEVEL

When children can segment and blend, they begin to 
read phrases, captions and sentences, and progress 
to reading controlled connected text in the Sunshine 
decodable books. These are used in small-group 
explicit teaching sessions.

FLUENCY
Children can now apply their phonic knowledge to 
connected text and continue to develop their fluency 
through repeated practise.

REVISE Revisit and revise previously learned GPCs

TEACH Explicitly teach new GPCs along with segmentation  
and blending

PRACTISE Practise reading and spelling with the new GPCs

APPLY Read and write using new GPCs

Sequence of learning at each stage of the program

Sequence of teaching in daily lesson
Each daily lesson includes revision of prior learning, explicit teaching of new sounds and the 
opportunity to practise and apply these for reading, spelling and writing.
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Assessment 
The Sunshine Decodable Series Assessment Kit can be downloaded free from our website  
(www.sunshinebooks.com.au). The kit includes the following assessments:

Screening Tests – quickly screen students to place them at the correct stage of the Sunshine 
Decodable series. 

Phonics Assessment – comprehensive tests to assess students’ understanding of new phonemes 
and graphemes, ability to segment and blend decodable words and to read tricky words.

Assessment of Reading Accuracy – unseen texts to assess students’ reading accuracy.

Comprehension Assessment – questions on the unseen texts.

Professional Development 
We offer a range of workshops, free webinars and videos to support your successful 
implementation of the Sunshine Decodable Series. 

Find out 
more here
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Sounds Chart Sets 1–5

/k/ /w/ /k/ /s/

Sunshine Decodables Series

We offer teachers many practical FREE resources that can be downloaded and 
used to support implementation of the Sunshine Phonics Decodable program.  
This collection will be regularly added to.

Our FREE resources currently include:

• Assessment Kit

• Parent Letter

• Sounds Chart

• Student Desk Cards

• Character Images Tearsheet

• Box Labels

• Caption and Sentence Strips

• Speed Reading Word Strips

Free Resources

Character Tearsheet

Sounds Chart

Browse the free 
resources here

Student Desk Cards

Box Labels

Assessment Kit

Parent Letter

These free resources can be downloaded from our website: 
www.sunshinebooks.com.au

Word Strips
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At the end of each book, teachers will find a 
summary of teaching points applicable to the 
level of the book. This may include:

• focus/review phonemes/graphemes
• words to blend
• vocabulary check
• pre-reading and after reading discussion
• comprehension
• fluency

Inside Front Cover 
The inside front cover of each book provides 
the Before Reading focus for the children. Here 
they will review the sounds they have learnt and 
practise blending those sounds to make the 
words that they will meet in the story. Tricky 
Words are also reviewed.

In addition to the summary of teaching points provided in each book, we also offer 
five comprehensive Teachers’ Books. Each Teachers’ Book includes: 
• Phonics Overview for the 

appropriate series

• Scope and Sequence 

• Explicit Small Group 
Teaching Notes 

• Photocopiable Activity Pages 
for every book 

• Word Banks 

• Assessments

Se
rie

s 1
Se

rie
s 2

Teaching Support

Sets 1–3

Sets 1–3

Sets 4–7

Sets 4–7 Sets 8–11

Example of a Set 2 book Example of a Set 8 book

Suggested Sequence when Teaching  
Series 1 and Series 2 Combined 

Each series of Sunshine Decodables can be taught independently. If teaching  
both Series 1 and Series 2 concurrently, the following sequence is suggested as  

the most effective order in which to teach the Sets.

Phonemes: s a t p i n m d
Series 1  Set 1  10 Books

Series 2  Set 1  10 Books

Phonemes: g o b h e r f u l
Series 1  Set 2  10 Books

Series 2  Set 2  10 Books

Phonemes: c k ck j qu v w x y z zz ff ll ss
Series 1  Set 3  10 Books

Series 2  Set 3  10 Books

Phonemes: th/th ch ng/nk sh ai ee igh oa oo/oo
Series 2  Set 4  10 Books

Series 1  Set 4  10 Books

Phonemes: ar or ur ow oi ear air ure er
Series 2  Set 5  10 Books

Series 1  Set 5  10 Books

Consolidation: Adjacent Consonants with Short Vowels
Series 2  Set 6  10 Books

Consolidation: Adjacent Consonants with Long Vowels
Series 2  Set 7  10 Books

Alternative Graphemes 1
Series 2  Set 8  10 Books

Series 2  Set 9  10 Books

Series 1  Set 6  10 Books

Alternative Graphemes 2
Series 2  Set 10 10 Books

Series 2  Set 11 10 Books

Series 1  Set 7  10 Books
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SERIES DESCRIPTION PRICE QTY TOTAL

SERIES 1 AND 2 COMBINED

Series 1 & 2 Multipack 5 x 180 titles
$5,260

SAVE 20%
Series 1 & 2 Single Pack 1 x 180 titles $1,220
Series 1 & 2 Teachers’ Books 1 x 5 titles $325
Sound Cards 1 x 4 packs $110
Word Cards 1 x 5 packs $82

SERIES 1 COMPLETE

Series 1 Multipack 5 x 70 titles $1,980  
SAVE 20%

Series 1 Single Pack 1 x 70 titles $460
Series 1 Teachers’ Books 1 x 2 titles $130
Sound Cards 1 x 4 packs $110 
Word Cards 1 x 5 packs $82

SERIES 2 COMPLETE

Series 2 Multipack 5 x 110 titles $3,280  
SAVE 20%

Series 2 Single Pack 1 x 110 titles $760
Series 2 Teachers’ Books 1 x 3 titles $195
Sound Cards 1 x 4 packs $110
Word Cards 1 x 5 packs $82

Shipping $14.30

Total $

SCAN & EMAIL YOUR ORDER TO: sales@sunshinebooks.com.au

OR ORDER ONLINE AT: www.sunshinebooks.com.au 

FREEPHONE: 1800 244 542

 DECODABLE PACKS ORDER FORM

School _______________________________________________________________________________

Name ________________________________________________________________________________

Position _______________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

State _______________________________________________   Postcode ________________________

Email _________________________________________________________________________________

School Order Number (if required) ______________________________________________________

Prices are correct as at February 2023 but are subject to change without notice. All prices include GST. 

Sunshine Multimedia (Australia) Pty Ltd ABN 64 078 729 709 PO Box 139 Thomastown VIC 3074

For other pack/buying options please visit www.sunshinebooks.com.au


