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LEVEL  

15
Art Inside the Frame
GOALS
Comprehension
Making connections: Read the fact on the back cover. Think about a time when  
something similar has happened to you? Have you ever mixed paints like an artist?

Vocabulary
Focus High-frequency Words: around, how, make, new, right, that, their, what
Focus Content Words: artist, bridge, flowers, fruit, painting, people, place, 
 think, tree, world 

Phonics
Letters and Sounds: Recognise and produce words that have the same vowel sound: 
ai long a
Words to Blend and Segment: brain, chain, pain, paint, rain

Fluency
Practise rereading the text with a partner (orally), sharing information.

This book is about the 
art that hangs on the 
wall in a frame and 
what it shows us.

Before Reading

• Read the title together. Discuss what students see in the pictures on the cover and contents 
page. Ask: What do you think the book will be about? How do you know that this book is non- 
fiction? Who wrote the text? Have you read any other books by Samantha Montgomerie? (Miss 
Twinkle, You Are a Star, Light Show Under the Sea) What did you think of them?

• Read the title and the table of contents to get an idea of what will be in the text.
• Talk/walk through the pictures. Notice the different styles of artwork that appear in frames. 

Discuss what is on each page. Bring words like artist, bridge, flowers, fruit, painting, people, 
place, think, tree, world into the conversation. Students notice the difference between realistic 
and imaginative art. (between art that comes from the artist’s imagination and art that shows 
real objects and people)

Reading the Text

• Read the cover and the title page together. 
• On pages 2–3, have students talk about how this painting makes them feel. Ask: What can you 

see in this scene? Do you think the sky is realistic? Why? Why not?
• On pages 4–5, ask: What do you see in the pictures? (An artist’s garden: one is a photo and 

one is a painting.) How can you tell which is a photo? Look at the text to help you. Look for 
tricky words like artists, painting, around, bridge, garden. Break the words into chunks or 
syllables, e.g. art/ists. Read the text together, pointing to the words as they are read. 

• On pages 6–7, ask: What do you see? (paintings that look like photos) Find the tricky words 
like flowers, fruit, animals, colours, everything, right, photograph. Break them into chunks, 
e.g. fl-ow-ers. Read the sentences together. 

• Follow this pattern for each page, discussing the pictures, what the different features and 
tricky words are before reading the text.

•  Students look at the index and find the pages with information about artists. They ask  
a partner questions about the index, e.g. Which pages have information about paintings?
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After Reading

Check the accuracy of students’ predictions. Invite them to discuss the text. Prompt if needed. 
• Discuss how paintings make us think in new ways. What does art inside the frame mean? 

What do you think the author’s purpose was for writing the book? What have you learnt from 
this book? Where would you see art like this every day?

• Students re-tell the text using the pictures on each page as a guide. They discuss the features 
of the art as they appear. 

• Read the fact on the back cover. Students think about a time when something similar 
happened to them. Have you ever mixed paints like an artist? Share experiences. What colours 
did you make? What colours can you mix to make another colour? Students can refer to 
Colour Magic (Level 11).

• How is this book similar to Art Outside the Frame?

Phonics

• Write the words brain, chain, pain, paint, rain on the board. Chunk and say them as a group, 
e.g. br-ain. Brainstorm more words with -ai, e.g. brainstorm, wait, bait. 

• Together think of words starting with ph (f) like photo, photograph, phone and phonics. Write 
these on the board and have students practise saying them. They make a ph web, illustrating 
the words.

Word Study

• Talk about the words around, how, make, new, right, that, their, what. Photocopy the flash 
cards from the inside front cover. Read them together. Ask students to find and read these 
words in the book and discuss their meaning in context. Play a spelling game with the cards.

• Students find the word imagination on page 13. Break it into syllables, i/mag/in/a/tion. They 
find the base word on page 16. (imagine) What do these words mean? 

• On a piece of paper, students draw a picture of one of the features in the book. They write the 
matching sentence from the text.

• Students look for compound words in the text, e.g. everyday, everything something, 
sometimes. They list the two words and then the compound word along with the meaning. 
They can add other compound words they know to the list.

• Organise a quiz. Choose one chapter to reread and write questions about it using information 
from the text or from the illustrations. For example, People on page 8 – Question: 1. How were 
people shown before photos? They ask a partner the questions to have a fun quiz. 

Fluency

• Practise re-reading the text with a partner (orally), sharing information.

 Writing

• Have students write and illustrate a fact from the story, e.g. Some artists paint worlds that are 
not real. They share this with a partner.

• Students experiment with mixing paints as on the back cover. They document the colours they 
make with photos. They mount their photos and label each one with the colours they used.

• Plan a school or class trip to an art gallery to view paintings. Students write a review in the 
form of a blog to share their experience.


